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On May 5, the government's Peace Commissioner Manuel Camacho Solis and mediator Bishop
Samuel Ruiz met informally with representatives of the Zapatista National Liberation Army (Ejercito
Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, EZLN) at a remote location in the Lacandon jungle in Chiapas
to evaluate the prospects for reopening full-scale peace negotiations. According to joint statement
signed by Camacho, Bishop Ruiz and EZLN representatives, the Zapatistas agreed to resume
consultations with indigenous communities in Chiapas on the 32 points reached during a previous
round of negotiations held in late February and early March (SourceMex, March 9, 1994).
EZLN representatives were able to bring the proposals to a number of indigenous communities
during March, but suspended the process on March 23 and placed their forces on "red alert," citing
concerns the government would use the assassination of PRI presidential candidate Luis Donaldo
Colosio as an excuse to launch a military offensive against the Zapatistas. According to sources close
to the talks, if the 32 points are ratified by the indigenous communities, the government and the
EZLN would start a second round of negotiations. Among other things contemplated in the 32-point
accord, the government promised to provide more aid in the areas of housing, education, health,
and employment in the rural communities of Chiapas.
The government also pledged to launch a large-scale program to build roads and health clinics, and
to bring electricity to isolated indigenous communities. Other key concessions by the government
include promises to help increase the representation of indigenous communities in the Chiapas and
federal legislatures, and to transfer land and water rights to indigenous communities.
The EZLN uprising on Jan. 1 focused attention on the extreme poverty faced by rural and
indigenous communities in Mexico, especially in the southern states. In fact, Chiapas has become
the topic of the campaigns of all nine presidential candidates, some of whom have made campaign
stops in the state, including Ernesto Zedillo of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).
During a May 5 stop in Tapachula, located in Chiapas near the southern border with Guatemala,
Zedillo stressed that the government will not be able to meet the demands of the local population
unless a climate of peace prevails.
Zedillo promised that, if elected, he would respect all agreements negotiated between Camacho and
the EZLN. For his part, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, candidate of the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD),
met with EZLN leaders including Subcommander Marcos on May 15. Cardenas expressed sympathy
with rebel demands for democracy and economic justice. "The demands of the Zapatistas are the
same ones we have been fighting for for years," said Cardenas, addressing about 1,000 Indians and
campesinos who gathered with EZLN members near the village of Guadalupe Tepeyac.
According to some political observers, Cardenas as the first of the nine candidates to receive an
invitation to consult with the EZLN had hoped the meeting would help offset the damage to his
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candidacy caused by what was perceived as a lackluster showing in the May 12 presidential debate
with Zedillo and National Action Party (PAN) candidate Fernandez de Cevallos. After the May 15
meeting, however, the EZLN gave Cardenas and the PRD a less-than-enthusiastic endorsement.
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